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Eco-socialism or no socialism — a

shift in the coordinates for the left
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Horizontal distribution and.....

The current distribution (of wealth, income) refers to
the horizontal equality between classes, regions,
gender and other factors

Future generations will be needing (also) sound
foundations of existence, these are threatened by
irreversible environmental harms and losses.
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...vertical distribution (in time)
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“Political ecology’, “social ecology”:

Focus on time axis of distribution: (long) time
distribution

Concern for stable ecological systems refers to the
(vertical) equality between current and future
generations.
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Deep Water Horizon
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Fires in Russia
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Prices of oil, food and commodities
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Basis of unsustainability

The common basis of ecological crises:
The unsustainable level of social metabolism
* input from nature (resources) and
* “output” to nature (waste, emission)
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The current global process

Unsustainable level of social metabolism in the
developed countries - parallel with the broad
industrialisation of emerging countries cause new
situations: (flexible) limits on the resource side,
strict limits on the emission side (climate
change)
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Externalization of social costs

Unsustainable level of social metabolism caused
by accumulation of capital

We know the self- accelerating speed of M-C-M’ ;
externalization of social costs on the poor, less
developed countries, and the planet globally
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‘he-essential news -1 ————

By climate change there are DEAD lines for
irreversible loses and developments. The world
community in Copenhagen and Cancun agreed:
temperature change should only reach 2°C within 21
century; otherwise uncontrolled irreversible
processes
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" Theessential news-2
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By developments caused by uncurbed climate change,
in uncontrolled irreversible processes the “rich” also
have to loose a lot. This is a new historical situation
shifting the parallelogram of power.

But the concrete alternatives and real paths of
transformations are weak points.
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Almost forgotten eco-socialists

For a long time forgotten strands of eco-socialist
thinking

“... the absence of a strong socialist left is reflected in a
corresponding lack of coherence in eco-socialist
theory” Panitch Leo, (2006)
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A new book

* New book of Huan

it Qingzhi (2010): Eco-
socialism as politics -
rebuilding the basis of
Eco-socialism our modern civilization.

as Politics Springer
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—Eco-socialism as politics — rebuilding the basis of our modern

civilization

“The major strengths of eco-socialism - as an alternative to
green capitalisms - lies in the socio-political criticism of

the ecological maladies of capitalism. But eco-socialism is
less successful when it comes to promoting the rationality

and attractiveness of its institutional design for a red-green
replacement '(P4)

. the problem of ‘transformation agency’is far from
resolved.”( P4)
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AMOM of the new situation:
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Stable solutions for the fundamental resource and
emission problems are probably possible only by
“fair” distribution (on global and various other
levels) and solidarity.
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ArMKcations of the new situation:
AR

"Simultaneous” solutions for many problems -
resources, emissions, distribution and
development - are necessary.
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New forms of rationality

Revised concepts of rationality and (eco-)
efficiency has to be agreed therefore.

Joint production often forgotten is crucial for the
adequate socio-ecological transition.
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Revival of democratic planning

For an “optimal” or at least sufficient development with the
adoption of limits on the input side (resources) and limits
on the output side (because of complex implications of
emissions and waste)==>

a revival of democratic planning is on the agenda -
because by dominance of markets the solution of these
problems within the deadlines is not impossible.
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* , change and

protect the world

Referring to Feuerbach Marx mentioned that philosophers
interpreted the world in different ways but the point is to
change it.

The eco-socialist addition would be not only to change
the world but to protect it.

==> In the 21t century there will be eco-socialism or
no socialism
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